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ee 
Rebel “Vesséels in’ Prenoh ‘Ports—the 
Case of the Rappahannock, 


The French Goverment to be Held Responsible 
for All the Damage She May Do—A Written 
Notification Served Upon the Emperor 
by Mr, Dayton. 


From Our Own Gorrespondent. 
Panis, Tuesday, March 1. 
The French Government, tired of the an- 
noygnces caused by the presence of Confederate 
» ships in French ports, has announced, as its law of 
action, the same regulations as those published 
two or three months ago by the English Govern- 
ment, These new regulations are more stringent 
than the original neutrality, proclamation, and 
tend to diminish and simplify the contestations 
between the two Governments, Among other 
things specified in these regulations, are two, to 
the effect that no vessel, of either of the belliger- 
ents can remain in port, more than twenty-fouf 
hours, unless by stress of weather or for necessary 
repairs, and that no vessel can return to.a French . 
port after leaving it,.in,a less. time,than. three 
months. These rules the. French. Government 
hope will lessen the inducement for making of 
its ports a harbor of refuge on all occasions. 
The Rappahannock has furnished 2 fruitful ex- 
exaniple of the nature. of, the annoyances these 
vessels are liable to provoke. In the: first place, 
her Commander, Capt. Campsuut,, declares. that 
she broke some part of her machihery at.sea, and 
drifted or was blown into Calais, which. ciréum- 
-stabce. gives. her the. benefit of the, stress . of 
weather clause, snd the contrary , cannot be 
proved. But evidence has been Obtained. from 
England, that. when, the. vessel escaped from 
Sheerness she was not ina fit condition to go to 
sea, as for example, among other things, that the 
masts were not stayed, and upon this very strong 
point it is urged that the French Government 
ought not to allow her to leaye port as a.Confed- 
erate vessel, Again, it. was, objected by, the 
American Minister, that the packages sent to the 
vessel from England ought not tobe permitted to 
go on board ; but,this objection. was overruled by 
theFrench Government, on the ground that a part 
of the material in. the packages waa for the re- 
palr of the real or pretended accident to the ma- 
chinery of the ship, and the rest insignificant and 
more or less superfluous articles for the furnish- 
ing‘of the cabin and kitchen. And again,a serious 
‘discussion has arisen In regard to the crew of the 
vessel, and into which tne English Government 
has been drawn, . Several crews, surreptitiousiy 
recruited in England hy Confederate agents, have 
deserted, after arriving at Calais and jearning the 
true situation of affairs,, and Capt.. CamP- 
BELL | 
tne. town .to sid. him im. preventing these 
desertions. This circumstance brought. Lord 
Cownsr, the. English Ambassador at . Paris, 
inte the affair, so that the fight has now become 
a triangular one and bids ffir also to become an 
interesting one. Calais, it will be understood, 
offers great advantages for desertion, since it is 
Se Take port from which the English mail boats start 
twice a: day to cross the: chaunel; and a sailor 





For this and to put a step to a discussion 
which was annoying and irritating to all parties, 
the commander of the Ra asked the 
privilege of transferring hie vessel to Cherbourg 
or Brest, from which ports, there is no ready way’ 
of escape to England; but as the matter of deser- 
tion was.no business of. the French Government,, 
the request was ‘very natifally ‘refused. At 
present the numberof aallors on board the ves- 
sel can hardly exceed half a dozen. 

The American Minister at Paris. has collected 
enough evidence in regard to the Rappahannock, 
to satisfy him that ‘this vessel, if allowed ‘to go to 
sea} Ought, by every fair construction of inter- 
national law, to stand in the same relation to the 
French Government as the Alabama and Florida 
do to the English Government, and he has there- 
fore given written notice to the French Government 
that st wilt be held reaponsile for a the alerld 
she may do to American commerce, 

. This official notice of the American Minister <i 
_pnce gave an increased gravity to the affair, and 

the Emperor, whose attention had been specially 





‘called te the subject, assured the American Min- 
rr 


ister, ina lengthy conversation, that the interna- 
‘tional law, - whatever’ it should’ proye ‘to ‘be, 
should be stringently executed. His Majesty, in 
fact, could promise no less than this; for, since 
he sets himself up-as an arbitrator in the world’s 
affairs, he could not allow to go upon the record: 
a precedent which would prove so prolific. of 
trouble in the future as this one certainly would. 

Thus, atthe present moment the’ prospect ‘is, 
that the will not be allowed to go 
to sean. But Lhave already made this staiement, 
as alpo the contrary statement that she would be 
‘allowed to go out, and these opposite statements 
Were tras atthe time of making them, for the 
chances have varied according to the evidences 
brought to-light. -Atpresentjas I) have said, the 
prospect is that the vessel will be retained, but 
international lew is’ not construed in -ell coun- 
tries alike, and the law counselors of the French 
Government may find some technicality we have 
not yet dreamed of across the Atlantic. 

I believe I have not yet’ said that the Rappa- 
hannock is expected to meet at sea, if she geta 
out,.a British vessel containing the armament 
necessary to complete her as a first-class priva- 
teér, and thus we will have another example of 
the new code setup by the. rebels: that of im- 
parting to vessels their nationality and distinctive 
character off the. high sea instend of im port,as 
heretefore. 

Messrs. ARMAN. 2. Yoaus, the. builders of the 
six Confederate vessela.at Bordeaux and Nantes, 
have given, their srord to the French Government 
thas ‘not pass into the hands of 
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applied to the police authorities of |; 


once on board of ote of these vessels is safe. |. 


or: mere of the vessela . 


At present there is little hope of. arranging the 
dispute in the north of:Burope.. The German 
Powers declare that they cannot treat till Den- 


wig she still holds ; and Denmark on her side 
troops evacuate the part of Schleswig” they hold. 


scientific Sekilaidetiod Wb Uh dhptititied at Pia 
country, and the accompanying report of the Min- 
ister of, Public Inatruction,. M. Dteny. A.com- 
mission of the same kind, says’ M, Dunwy, was 

named under the first Bnipire to explore Egypt 
after ite conquest by BonaraRrs, and rendered 
important services to commerce, science and 
literature, and a commission for conquered and 
benighted Mexico will probably have’ "the" waime | ° 
result. It is expected that M. Mromet Onevar- 
Lge will be chairman and chief actor in this 
learned commission, and that the labor required. 
will extend over several years, .:.. MALAKOr?, © 
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5 Ey of Union Sol- 


» Gers in North Carolina. 


a Captain of the Second North Carolina Regi- 
ment’ of Union Volunteers, reaffirming the 
reported recent execation of twenty-four cap- 
tured members of that regiment, by the 
rebel Gen. Proxerr. No new details 
are « given, and we confess that we 
are not yet prepared to consider the 
horrid report as a fully substantiated fact. 
Our correspondent can only vouch of his own 
personal knowledge that the prisoners were 
taken; but we do not. perceive that he has 
had any peculiar facilities for learning their 
subsequent fate. He, like all others, within 
our lines, hes hed to rely upon general ru- 
mor." He is, doubtless, himself thoroughly 


d- | satisfied; but there are certain inherent im- 
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ities that occasion us some doubt. 
y-waid that these prisoners were exe- 
Pooch si at arog ger cai a 
-clering all inhabitants of the State who es- 


; eaped the. Confederate conscription to be 


and } uilty of treason. We have never. heard of 
‘any such North Carolina statute. That State 
‘has had the name, of being less attached to 
the Jeff. Davis Government, less under a reign 


Swett a Jhian any other member of the. Confederacy. 
“0 Itfa very siogular that {t shou!d have put upon 
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‘even @ Conféderate military court, to do with 
| State statutes? Treasen ie not a military, but a 
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; this outrage, it deserves the ‘attention ‘of our 


ent, and the rebél General should be 
alist upes te dieavewik; iCaintrue. If found 


to be true, it would demand instant and re- 


lentléss rétaliation. ‘ Our Government could 


} Rot passively submit to this murder of Union 


sdidiers without irredeemably disgracing it- 
‘self and the loyal cause ‘which it. pro- 
fesses ‘to defend. We ' know ‘that’ such 
cases are not very pleasant to deal with 
—that the rebel leaders are apt to be im- 
perious -and defiant, and full of terrible 


‘| menace, and that there is a constant temp- 


tation.to let them. have their own way 
rather than proceéd to any such extremiti¢s, 
and encounter any such riske,as might be 
necessary in order to vaaabiits SDNeRally the 
lows of war. ‘But, in @ Gase like this, there 
could be no such thing as acquiescence or 
empty protest. Even if the Government 
could bring itself to this abject mood, the pub- 
lic indignation: would not tolerate it. There 
Wwotld be @'Whiversal outery Trotm ‘dll loyal 
hearts for the sternest retribution. _The sol- 
diers who fight'for'the nation, whatever their 
nativity, must be protected by the national 
arm. ‘The Government that should fail to 
do it would not deserve to live. 


Why did the English Discharge the 
‘Tuscaloosa! 

The announcement of the seizure of the 
Tuscaloosa, by the authorities of Cape Town, 
in consequence of instructions from the British 
Government, struck our people with surprise. 
We had not expected so positive and favor- 
able a step from them—and the news tliat 
that Government has now sent orders {o dis- 
charge her from the seizure was more sur- 
prising still. It was notto be supposed that 
they would have taken the first step without 
fall consideration. Why then should they 
thus retrace it? What hew light had they 
received ?. Was ita new fact, or a néw argu- 
ment ? . 

We are not yet able to answer these ques. 
tions with certainty, for we have not. the pa- 
pers fn the matter which are to be laid before 
Parliament; and*Lord Patmexsros, ip an- 
nouncing the fact of.the discharge of the ves- 
sel, gavé no reasons whatever for it. 

‘Perhaps. the papers may not give ts any 
light upon'the question when they come, but 
till then we,are left to conjecture, with what 
aid we can gather, what could have been the 
reason of this sudden change of action. 

It can hardly have been any new aspect of 
the facts. They were well known before. The 
complaints of our representatives, when the 
Tuscaloosa was in Cape Town before, must 
eae given them all the facts in the case. 

What argument, then, was it which led the 
stor Geverament to take such opposite 
views of its duty in so shortatime? We 
find a suggestion -in an article in the Satur. 
day Review, which may well give us a clue 
to the answer... The article is upon. “ Eng- 
land asa Neutral Power.” It says that as 
England had forbidden both us and the rebels 
from bringing prizes into her ports, if the 
Alabama had brought the Conrad, iow the 
Tuscaloosa, an a prize into Cape Town, both 
vessels might have been sent away at 
once. 

“ A still further step,” it proceeds, “ might have 
been taken, and the prize might have been detained 
as having been taken by a ship sent to sea in defiance 
of the English Foreign Enlistment Act. At ieast this 
appears tobe the doctrine laid down in the leading 
American case onche subject ; and if the doctrine 
were supperted in England, as it probably would be, 
the Tuscaloosa, if retaining its character of a mer- 

chant-vessel, ought. clearly to be restored to 
its former Federal. owners, on the. authority 
of the case of the Santissima Trinidad, .as 
soon a¢ the illegal equipment of thé Alabenia was 
made out to the satisfaction of an English tribunal. 
But the Tuscaloosy has been employed as a vessel-of- 
war by the Confederates, and if she had received a 
regular commission, it wlll be difficult to distinguish 
her case from that ofthe Alabama herself. She isin 
that case a veasel-of-war, and exempt from the juris- 
diction of any nation in whose ports she may be 
lying. If we could detain her, we coula 
detain. the Alabama also; and ff we could 
legally detain the Alabatna, and refused or omitted to 
do #0, it would be impossible to say that the Vederal 





We should not wonder at all if here was the 
foundation of this change of action. We can 
see quite a difference between the Alabama 
and the Tuscaloosa, for the latter is an Amer- 
ican vessel, tte title to which has never been 
legally divested from her American owners, 
But there is enough of similarity between the 
points involved in the two cases, to make the 





T claims, it is ‘quitéenatural that when its 


| speedy discharge of the Zscaloosa from 


pate 


e 
h - 


it oF s: 


seizure of the Tuscaloosa. a strong argument 
iu favor of the duty to seize the d/abama. 
Now, the English Government has,no doubt, 
come to a very.firm determination that 
they ‘will never pay the damages whieh 
the Alabama ~ has occasioned to us; 
and folding that determination, it is to 
be expected that they would make their 
condact square. with it, ‘and would be 
quick -to. avoid any course of action which 
would seem inconsistent with their belief in 
ite justice, or make, their hold upon it less 
firm ; and so, if they had ordered the seizure 
of the Tuscaloosa, in accordance with the 
views of the law Jaid down ini the case of the 


the bearing of that action upon the Alabama 


bearing upon them = was brought to their 
notice, it should give them new views of in- 
ternational law, as applicable to the case, and 
that these new..views should result:in the 


arrest. 

Of course, if the Tuscaldasa had still been 
detained, and had been handed over to her 
American claimanis, that would have given 
r as @ still more forcible argument in our favor, 
“Bat:the’lose of this latter argument will not 
deprive us. of the one which we already. have 
in the fact of her seizure. That was an ad. 
mission, the effect of which it will be difficult 
| to destroy by any subsequent action. 

Wershall look with interest for the papers 
‘in the case, to eee if they bear oat. our con- 





ul ae haere vise 
“B® DB positive fact the ovatemead, of 


Government would not have a good claim against us for 


Santissima Trinidad, without adverting to. 


‘| we hope stl this kind of 


with th Presidency.” ‘Nothing 1s sid in the 
call of re intention ts pebelie ha Gaede ot of 
his candidacy. to a convention of any sort, nor 


regarded by 
the distinguished Union: men-from-whom & 
candidate may be selected, or whether he is 
to be made a candidate. without fegard ta the 
claims of others Or. the wishes and action of 
their friends. Judging from’ the language ‘of 
the call, the latter would seem to be the inten- 
tion of the ng, asits object is stated-to 
be the formation of & “Fremont Campsign 
Club.” "We doubt whether any considerable 
portion of. the people are in favor of opening 
the Presidential campaign. just now, and ‘in 
this manner, There are very many Union 


Frexont for the Presidency than any otlier| 
man, but they are neither unwise enough nor 
unpatriotic enough to make their own person 
al preferences ecgey to all other claims 
and considerations. n, Faxwowr’ shall 
see fit to submit his to the Union Con- 
vention, called for the 17th of Jane he will 


nomidated, a Very strong and. enthusjastic 


out. regard to the general wish of the Vaion 
party, hé may possibly suceeed in injuring 


the cause, but he certainly cannot benefit 
himself. 





Re.easz oy tue .Banx Saxon.—The cage. 
of the bark Sazon, captured by the Vander- 
bilt, off the coast of Africa, wae yesterday 
decided in the District. Court ‘of the United 
States in this City, by a decree restoring the 
vessel and cargo to their respective claim- 
ants. We are not surprised at'the decision, 
‘It was difficult to see what reason there was 
for condemning the vessel. as a prize, She 
had on board property which had been the 
cargo of an American’ vessel captured by the 
Alabama, and that catgo, of course, was sub- 


we were to allow the rebels as fall belligerent 
rights as England, has done... And for that 
purpose it doubtless became “necessary to 
send the bark: herself, with the cargo on 
board, toan American port for am udjudica- 
tion. But a condemnation. of the . vessel 
must have other grounds than that. 

This restoration of the vessel to her owners 
will doubtless take away one ground of the 
complaints which have béen made against us 
in England. But trouble may still-arise on 


the matter of damages, for this depends on 
the question of probable cause for the seizure, 


for farther consideration. And different facts 
may give ‘this question a. very. different as- 
pect. It would make quite a difference in the 
case, for instance, whether the Owners of 
the vessel were [dealing with this cargo as 
their own, claiming to have bought it from the 
rebel freebooters, and knowing of course that 
it was subject to be. recaptured by any of 
ouy vessels that had an_. opportunity 
to do so, or whether they. were merely 
employed te transport the goods with or with- 
out such knowledge; and asto the question 
ot damages there may be some controversy 
yet, though we do not apprehend that there 
can ever be any serious trouble about it, for 
we are confident of the wish of our courts 
and our Government to deal justly in the 
matter. 

The question of probable cause for the 
seizure may have an important bearing upon 
the case of Lieut. Donovan, who is charged 
with having killed the mate of the Sazon. 

There are some other curious questions in 
this case, viz.;, whether the cargo should pay 
salvage to the Vanderbilt, and whether the 
bark is not entitled to be paid freight for car- 
rying the cargo from the coast of Africa te 
this port. These questions also remain open 
for decision. 
is that the claimants of the «vessel shall 
have her, and the claimants of the cargo shall 


any costs or expenses. 


Orv Wie wm New Borrizs.—Lovts Naro- 
Lron has not greater appetite for “ remodel- 
ling the map of Europe,” and assigning: to 
kingdoms new boundaries. consistent with 
geography or ethnology, than certain the- 
orizers in our Own country have lately shown 








with new geographical limites and on. novel 
philosophical bases, We have already had 
New. Virginia. set off from Old. Virginia, 
which was doubtless a very necessary. thing 
to do, and may also be considered as‘an ex- 
cellent point to stop at. _ But we have now a 
proposition strongly urged to split Tennessee 
in twain; and constitute ite Eastern section 
into a new State; and. this is. varied by a 
suggestion of the Chattanooga Gazette, which : 
advocates the formation of a State to be com- 
posed of North Georgia, East Tennessee, and 
Western North Carolina. It is also. urged. 
that we embrace this «pportunity of erecting | 
Northwestern Texas into’ a Free State; and, 
to rush to the other extremity of the country, 
the Senator from Kentucky (Davis) has 
brought before Congress a measure to abolish 
the present names and boundaries ef the New- 
England States, and divide the.-whole of that 


and West New-England. Various other nice 
bits of tinkering are urged, such as rectifying 
still farther the boundaries of Old. Virginia, 
by detaching from it the two counties known 
as the “ Eastern Shore,” lying cast of Chesa-. 
peake Bay—such as establishing the Missis-. 
sippi River as the eastern boundary line of 
Louisiana—such as. blotting out” South Car- 
olina, and so. forth: 

Thete is no more instructive or entertain- 
ing amusement for young folks than to sit 
down before maps where all the water-lines, 


properly marked, and engage in remodeling 
rates after the Lenle- Wapoléonte style: Bat: 


=, 


have'we any’ means of judging whether he is | Wisc: 
his friends ‘merely as one among ea 


men who would more giadly support Gén? | 


undoubtedly have many warm friends, and if | 


ject to be recaptured by our vessels; even if | 


and this question the. court as yet reserves } 


All that the court says as yet } 


have it, and that-too without the payment of 


for reconstituting States, South or North, |: 


Pee css 


7 ete ie aes 


their energies to quite of 


Tenens george ry wal 
alone till that time. 


Ww ae 


cease” of thé bombardment Of Vickaburgh. 
Though the latter place was closely. 

for forty-four days, and our pa Loa mg 
and river batteries played upon it incessantly’ 
investment, the amount of damage done to 


the © ‘was quite’ inconsiderable. 
- Almost. every. house ia the city was hit, 


seriously damaged. A few ‘houses., were 


support. Ifhe should persist in running, with- | 


Ws te lak abate esas Chshabe  gedgl ow 
meastire “ deserted,” as described, fot in no | 


| case cad tt be pleasant to live ttre, city “where: 


whether Charleston has been “ demolished” | 
by any sach fire as has been poured into it— 


Gitxaome’s projectiles, owing to their differ. 
ent character and greater power, have proba 
bly proved more ' destructive than those 


Grant and Ports. . pes F pak 
CERO canes me RE 
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Amusements. — 
Wansow's Tunarun-—Mr beau Siem, «pop. 
his benefit to-night, The play isthe 
Ploush” 


one 
pitegs - et 
or Madi, Masato: Gaceiicark ON ghve 
a concert here to-nieht, assisted by Mra, Bamnzzns, 
soprano, Mr. Hasmuamx, the German tenor, and 
Signor Parrt, the violinist. 


take a benefit here to-night, playing her usual char- 
acter in tne * Ticket-of-Leave-Man.” Tne pisces 
will be withdrawn after the present week. 


Houses Wanted. 
To the Editor of the New-York Times: 


Thank you for your témely article on Hotels 





on the Parisian plan that will pay better than single 
houses, and as well, or Dearly 20, a8 tenement 
‘houses. © 

i laridb hai Gdididatied dacdeiids datichn ba ee to 





Naw-Youx, Tpesday, March 15, 1964. 
Te the Editor of the New- Yoru Times :. 
Apropos of your remarks in this morning’s } 
paper on bouse-rents in this City, the writer found, 


sects foes in New-York; 
nearly as 


tat seit nots i iowes, by os or even 


er ine ie ae om us. I satisfied that the 


main cause of this is the municipal corruption with 
which we ere afflicted in this City, a % 


Heary Ciay—W. L. Garrison. 
Mr. Joun G. Wuirrier writes as follows to the 


Boston Transcript in relation to the statement that 
usar, Cuhr sppengl: fee seNate 10S Sereae 
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region into two States, to be. ‘known as East | 


ped ef ine 





the hands of the boys and 





from all quarters during the whole period of 


but hardly a house was “demolished,” oreven | 


burnt in one block by.a fire which afose from | 
cnn er ere ne | 


‘though fn saying this, we many add tha Gen, 


ular and deserved favorite at this house, will take | 


the ‘rebela of -Vicksburgh.° But we doubt | sock. 


thrown at. Vicksburgh from the mortars of | £ 


Winer Ganpew.—Mrs. W. J. Pronanos! wit} wi 


which we ought:to do by the let of June, and 
pie ees Sees 
rill Cr ee Senet Gon, Bere 

- a the Trmzs—{and Bs ha 


toe 


army in® April ‘of ae 
the’ enemy. And is that not-enough? 

should have (ae I have said) 250,000 men in his 
department. Tile wi 
force of 150,000. Tne residue: 

hel al eis ad mere alt ds of wane 


move with an ' - for 

moves the rebel ca nse 2 hp doen se 

concentrate ; the field of operation would be lim- 

ited, and:the entire rebel ermies crushed and de- 

‘atroyed by superior force. “Mr. Lancots will get 
man of his five hundred thousend. In the 





gr silence torre tose the If we 


enemy were 30. near! - In tha usme af chamon 
sense, whose business was it to know bat his? | 
Geo. Suenwaw marches trom Vicksburgh, and 
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